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A Life Lived
Stories aboutSouth Jersey residents
whodiedwithin thepastmonth, leaving
lastingmarkson their community,
neighborhood, friendsor families. If you
haveasuggestion forALife Lived,
email lifelived@pressofac.com

By EMILY PREVITI
Staff Writer

Atlantic City police won’t have a new con-
tract when their current bargaining agree-
ment expires Dec. 31, but negotiations have
progressed in a more positive direction than
expected.

PBA and city administration attorneys
said they met Friday with “constructive”
results. Last week, it seemed like talks would
be minimal and instead lead quickly to arbi-
tration.

The PBA made a counteroffer Friday that
attorney Mark Belland declined to disclose
details about other than to say it is “consis-
tent with the PBA’s view that a negotiated
agreement will be better than an arbitrated
agreement.”

“I think it’s better left between parties at
this juncture. I would interpret our meeting
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By STEVEN LEMONGELLO
Staff Writer

The boards for Congregation Beth
El in Margate and Beth Judah in
Ventnor have approved a merger
proposal that could mean a union
between the two synagogues by the
end of next year.

But officials cautioned that the
proposal is still in the discussion
stages and must be approved by a
vote from both congregations.

“It’s a question of having mem-
bership decide if it’s to their com-
plete satisfaction,” Beth El Rabbi
Aaron Krause said. “Nothing hap-
pens until it happens, like every-
thing else. We’re in the process of
trying to work out all issues.”

While the timeline isn’t firm, Beth
Judah Rabbi Aaron Gaber said that a

congregational vote could come as
early as March, with joint services by
the fall. The merger proposal states
that a combined religious school
would be relocated to the mainland
for the fall 2013 term, while folding
“all other functions of Beth Judah
into what is now the Beth El building
on Jerome Avenue.”

The plan adds that moving to Beth
El would be “subject to substantial
alterations to that building intended
to re-create it as the new home of

the new merged entity.”
Beth Judah currently consists of

about 420 families, Gaber said, while
Krause said Beth El has “well over
200.”

Congregants have been notified of
what the boards described in a letter
as “a leap forward in the life of our
congregations,” adding that they are
requesting volunteers to serve on
the different joint committees that

Downbeach synagogues propose merger
■ The 420 families of Beth
Judah in Ventnor would join
Beth El’s 200 families in Margate.

A.C. police union
upbeat after talks

By THOMAS BARLAS
Staff Writer

An early morning storm struck
Cumberland County’s Delaware
Bay communities Friday, further
damaging an area still recovering
from Hurricane Sandy.

The Downe Township communi-
ties of Money Island, Gandy’s
Beach and Fortescue, and Matts
Landing in Maurice River Township
were ravaged by heavy winds, high
tides and 10- to 15-foot seas,

Freeholder Director Carl Kirstein
said.

County emergency management
officials said Gandy’s Beach was
again hit the hardest, with water
“completely washing out” Cove
Road, the small community’s only
street. Sections of Cove Road need-
ed significant repairs after Sandy.

The county made $70,000 worth
of repairs to a section of Matts
Landing Road after the storm.

Freeholder Tony Surace said a
dike maintained by the state Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection
was breached during Friday’s fast-
moving storm. Water topped Matts

Storm deals another blow
to towns on Delaware Bay
■ Small communities in Downe,
Maurice River townships hit by
strong winds, high tides and
large waves.

ByMARTIN DeANGELIS
Staff Writer

The Rev. Norman Thomas didn’t
have an easy life, but parts of it were
harder than others.

In the D-Day invasion of France
in 1944, his best buddy got shot right
in front of him. That was hard, and
so was his time in the Battle of the
Bulge and more of World War II —
his U.S. Army 30th Infantry Division
took massive casualties fighting its
way across Europe.

Thomas, of Northfield, lived to 91
himself before he died last month.
Still, he never forgot how close he
was to not coming home from the
war.

At one point after D-Day, he and
another soldier were the only
American survivors in an area over-
run by German soldiers. Thomas
and his friend hid in an under-
ground ammunition bunker — and
had to stay absolutely still, and
silent, or face being captured or
killed.

“There was no light, so he didn’t
know how long they were in there.
But he figured it was about two
days,” says his oldest son, Norman
Jr., of Linwood.

That’s when Norman Sr., who
grew up in a family of clammers in
Galloway Township, made a vow
that became his career:

“He said, ‘Lord, if you get me out
of here, I’ll serve you the rest of my
life,’” his son says.

When the Germans moved on, the
Americans escaped. Norman Sr. was
wounded in the war, but he made it
home to the love of his life, Dottie.
The two were so close, one family
story is they would split Hershey
bars with nuts — Dottie ate the
chocolate, Norman got the
almonds.

By the time he got home from the
war, his oldest son was 16 months
old. (Dottie had a girl in 1943, but
“our little Suzie,” as her father
always called her, died five days
later.) A second son, Stephen, was
born in 1950.

Norman got a railroad job, doing
overnight shifts on the Delaware
River, a 90-minute drive. In the
morning, he’d head home for his
clamming tools — to make a penny
a clam, a hard way to feed a family.

But he never forgot his promise in
the bunker. And in 1960, he went to
school to become a Methodist min-
ister.

“He dedicated his whole life to
God and country,” his son says —
adding the Rev. Thomas even held
annual God and Country services at
the little church he led as pastor for
38 years, Bethany St. John’s
Methodist in Pleasantville.

He was a member of many veter-
ans groups, and was also president
of the Atlantic County Humane
Society. He loved animals, says his
friend, Crystal Orchard, of Mays
Landing, who delivered the eulogy
at his funeral. She also gave the
eulogy for Dottie, who died in 2007.

That was one more thing this
minister was known for: Every year,
he had a Blessing of the Animals ser-
vice, in which all kinds of animals
were welcome.

He believed in his traditions. He
also believed in his religion.

A Life Lived appears Tuesdays and
Saturdays.

Contact Martin DeAngelis:
609-272-7237
MDeangelis@pressofac.com

Galloway man
lived to serve
God, country

By JOEL LANDAU
Staff Writer

Thousands of local students got
an early Christmas gift this year.

Teachers throughout the Atlantic
City School District — with help
from local organizations and resi-
dents — were able to provide its
neediest students and their families
with some much-appreciated
Christmas gifts Friday.

Atlantic City Teachers United — a
nonprofit volunteer organization
made up of employees in the dis-
trict — took tabs on the children
whose families were most affected
by Hurricane Sandy. To help, the
employees have had multiple
fundraisers in the community and
solicited donations, said Cinthya
Llerena, co-organizer of Friday’s
event at Our Lady Star of the Sea
parish on Atlantic Avenue.

The volunteers invited students
throughout the district to the
church Friday to collect food, furni-
ture, clothing, baby supplies and
wrapped toys, Llerena said. With
help from donations, there were
2,000 toys for the kids, she said.

The organization will hold anoth-
er giveaway this afternoon — this
time for the entire public, Llerena

said. There also will be a Christmas
party for invited children in the dis-
trict Sunday, she said.

More than 200 families who were
displaced or who had major needs
for the holiday season were invited,
Llerena said. Additional students
were given toys because they had so
many extras, she said.

“Because of Sandy, we were all
united,” she said. “From Day One
we saw how much need we had in
the district.”

Cinthya’s mother, Hilda Llerena, a

A.C. Sandy victims
get early Christmas
■ Teachers in the city’s schools
and Our Lady Star of the Sea
join forces to provide gifts and
other items.

■■ See Merger, C4

■■ See Union, C3

■■ See Storm, C4

■■ See Sandy, C3
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By EMILY PREVITI
Staff Writer

Atlantic City Mayor Lorenzo Langford
criticized community organizers Friday for
being “irresponsible” in the wake of a police
shooting that killed 18-year-old Derreck
Mack earlier this week.

Langford referenced “attention-seeking,
self-appointed wannabe ‘activists’ such as
Marte ‘The Drama’ King” in a statement
issued less than 24 hours after King and
about two dozen city residents — including
Mack’s mother Ruby Conde — rallied in
front of Langford’s house, demanding an
apology from him.

Langford declined to apologize but
repeated prior statements that he is praying
for the families of Mack and the involved
officer, the city as a whole and “that healing
might come and truth will ultimately reign
supreme.”

“I truly regret and I am deeply sorry that

Langford
criticizes
leaders
of rallies
■ Themayor calls organizers of several
protests regarding a police shooting
irresponsible.

‘For (Marte King) to
fuel this situation and
continue to heighten
tensions between the
community and the
Police Department,

as well as to inject my family into this,
is irresponsible.’
Mayor Lorenzo Langford

■■ See Langford, C3

We want
to see your
decorations
This brightly
decorated house
is onWeymouth
Avenue in Egg
HarborTownship.
Share your
holiday photos
with us by
including the
hashtag
#acpress in the
captionwhen
uploading to
Instagram.

Press photo
by Sharon Ehrhardt

PRESS ITPRESS ITPRESS IT

The Press of Atlantic
City’s resource for
Hurricane Sandy
recovery efforts

E-mail:
pressitforward

@pressofac.com

Staff photo by Ben Fogletto, Sept. 23, 2000
The Rev. Norman Thomas blesses
animals at the Humane Society of
Atlantic County in Atlantic City.

Staff photos by Ben Fogletto
VolunteerMaria Rodriguez, of Atlantic City, passes out bagged goods andChristmas stockings
Friday during a Christmas party sponsored by Atlantic City Teachers United and Our Lady Star
of theSeaChurch for AtlanticCity school families that lost everythingduringHurricaneSandy.

Bessy Corea, 11,of Atlantic City, helps Allison Alvarez, 3,
pick out a Christmas gift Friday at the party.



Reverend Norman H. Thomas Sr.

THOMAS, REVEREND NORMAN H. SR. - went home to be with his Lord on Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, November 22, 2012.
Born December 10, 1920 in Conovertown where he enjoyed a childhood of fishing and sailing on Absecon bay. Norman served his
country proudly during World War II in the U.S. Army 30th Division where he was a highly decorated soldier receiving many medals;
among them were the Silver Star and Purple Heart for his actions under enemy fire during the Battle of the Bulge, which was one of
five battles he fought in. After an honorable discharge, Norman went to work for the PR Railroad where he worked for many years.
Norman studied and graduated from the Methodist Seminary School where he was ordained and became a Pastor of the
Conovertown United Methodist Church and Bethany St. John's United Methodist Church, serving for over 38 years. Norman
always listened to people, never leaving anyone out and had a passion for serving his community. This translated into years of
volunteer service for many veterans groups and organizations. Norman also served as Chaplain for the State of New Jersey
American Legion, honorary member of the Jewish War Veterans, President of the Atlantic Co. Humane Society, and President of
the Van Kouwenoven-Conover Family Association. Norman was predeceased by his beloved wife of 66 years, Dorothy "Dottie";
daughter Susie; brothers Larry, Leon, and Clayton; sisters Eva Mae and Doris; and grandson Tad. Norman is survived by his sons,
Norman, Jr. (Marcia) and Stephen (Flora); grand-children: Aschley, Marla, and Bonnie Lee; great grand-children: Derek, Allie, Maia,
and Eva; extended family Cho Gallagher (Paul), Christine Laskin (Mark), Sarah and Jared; and many cousins and nephews. A
funeral service will be held on Friday, November 30, 2012 at 11:00am at Adams-Perfect Funeral Home, 1650 New Road, Northfield.
Visitation will be held from 9:00am until the time of the service. Interment will be held in Greenwood Cemetery, Pleasantville. The
family requests memorial contributions be made to Bethany St. John's United Methodist Church, P.O. Box 609, Pleasantville, NJ
08232. Arrangements entrusted to and condolences may be left for his family at: adams-perfect.com
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