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      Ebenezer Tucker was born 15 NOV 1757 (1758) on Tucker’s Island, NJ which sat 

at the mouth of Little Egg Inlet where his father had built a hotel, the first seashore 

resort on the Jersey Shore. His father Reuben came here from Orange County, NY 

around 1745. His mother Ruth Hulse was from Long Island but related to other local 

families (including the Headley’s) who had settled on the Jersey Shore. By the time 

he was 8 in 1765 they had moved to the mainland. That area on the mainland which 

was part of Little Egg Harbor Township, than Burlington County would later be 

named in Ebenezer’s honor. It is unknown where he obtained his education 

however he was a surveyor as well as a lawyer. 

      The most formative event of Ebenezer’s life was the Revolutionary War. In his 

later years this would often be on his mind. His father Reuben played a role in the 

Revolutionary War but details are scarce. Ebenezer told a story that at the time of 

the Boston Tea Party there was a lesser known Tea Party off the coast of NJ near 

Absecon Island which his father participated. At the time of the War the Tucker’s 

were not a rich family but of some means. Although only 23, Ebenezer obtained a 

Letter of Marque in 1780 as the Captain of the privateering bark, Kitty (Hetty) 

operating out of that “Nest of Rebel Pirates” at Chestnut Neck. His name is 

engraved on one of the memorial’s there today.  He was an eye witness to the 

British burning of Chestnut Neck including the burning of Bass River where the 

British burned his surveyor’s house and sawmill. Earlier in the War he was said to 

have participated in the Battle of Long Island in August of 1776 with George 

Washington along with other engagements. His father appears to have enlisted in 

the downstate New York State Militia’s in the Counties of Orange, Ulster & 

Westchester. Because of the family ties to the southern New York and the Orange 

County area they both probably returned to this area to enlist. There exist no 

documents (militia records were often very poor) to verify Ebenezer’s claim 

however his Congressional biography, his obituary and the obelisk marking his 

grave spells out this and other details of his life. According to his obituary he held 

several appointments of honorable trust (It is unknown what they were) during the 

War. During his lifetime, his service was well known among his contemporaries. On 

12 NOV 1781 he signed a petition along with other patriots to his Excellency 



William Livingston, Governor of New Jersey asking for protection from the 

notorious loyalist refugee “Bloody” John Bacon. 

      After the War Ebenezer purchased most of the property that would become the 

town of Tuckerton. Ebenezer through his shrewd business dealings, involvement in 

the coasting trade, ship building and other pursuits became the richest and most 

prominent citizen of his time in this region. As a surveyor he surveyed part of the 

Old Main Shore Rd. (Rt. 9) in the late 1700’s. He held many offices, locally, 

regionally and nationally. Leah Blackman one of his contemporaries described him 

in her History of Little Egg Harbor “as handsome and distinguished, known for his 

sociality, gentlemanly deportment, having the style of manners and address 

peculiar to an old school aristocratic gentleman”. Miss Sara Thomson on an 1808 

visit to Tuckerton described the Judge as “Monsterous polite”. All this must have 

served him well with his dealings with the Founding Fathers.  

      In 1791 Congress made Tuckerton one of the first Official Ports of Entry into the 

United States and George Washington appointed Ebenezer the first Collector of 

Customs in the Little Egg Harbor District. When the politics changed and John 

Adams became president there was an effort to remove him from office. Tuckerton 

became the first postal town in Burlington County which at the time was one of only 

twelve throughout the state. Through his influence in 1798 his father was appointed 

postmaster, later he would assume this post. He was a Burlington County 

Freeholder, became Justice of the Peace in Little Egg Harbor because of his 

knowledge of maritime law and became the Chief Justice of the Court of Common 

Pleas as well as Orphan’s Court and Justice of the Court of Quarter Sessions. It was 

here in his judicial role he would fight for destitute Revolutionary War Veteran’s to 

receive pension’s that were justly due them. In 1824 he was elected to Congress 

and was reelected in 1826. During his four years in the House of Representatives 

there exists only 1 record that he ever came to the House Floor to comment on 

legislation. On 07 May 1828 he rose to give an impassioned plea for support for a 

Bill in Committee providing relief for the surviving officers of the Revolutionary 

War. He argued promises had been made and broken by Congress. A few days 

later Congress passed legislation that even exceeded Judge Tucker’s pleas. After 

his 2nd term was up he returned to Tuckerton and resumed his position as Post 

Master and continued to serve the people of the area. He was active up to his death 

at 88 in 1845 and is buried in “The Old Methodist Cemetery” on Church St. in 

Tuckerton. 

Remarks prepared for 05/01/2021 SAR grave marking, Reuben & Ebenezer Tuckerton, Old Methodist Cemetery, Tuckerton, NJ. 












