
May 19, 1921 — SONS OF THE REVOLUTION WILL BE HERE SATURDAY/FORMER 
TUCKERTON BOY WILL DELIVER AN ADDRESS ON "THE MASSACRE AT LITTLE EGG 
HARBOR." 
 

The annual spring meeting of the Society of Sons of the Revolution of New 
Jersey win) held at Tuckerton, on SATURDAY, MAY 21, 1921. 

 
The general meeting of the Society will be held in the Palace Theatre at 12 

o'clock Luncheon will be served at the Carlton hotel following the meeting. At the 
conclusion of the luncheon, an address will be made by William E. Blackman, 
Esquire, a member of the Society and a native of Tuckerton, his subject being, "The 
Massacre at Little Egg Harbor." After the luncheon and address, the Society will 
proceed in automobiles to the monument erected by tt New Jersey Society of the 
Cincinnati in memory of the patriots who perished in the surprise attack of the British; 
and thence to the Radio Station. 

 
Residents on Main street and Green street are requested to decorate with flags in honor 
of these visitors. 
 
September 20, 1928 — CHESTNUT NECK SESQUICENTENNIAL TO ASSUME NATIONAL 
CHARACTER, OCT. 6/Movement Originated With The New Gretna Old Home Society 
 

The sesquicentennial celebration of the Battle of Chestnut Neck, on October 6, will 
assume the proportions of a nationally recognized observance. 

 
At a meeting held in the Blue Room of the Hotel Chalfonte last week preliminary 

preparations were made for the observance which will take place on the site of the battle 
on New York Road, north of Absecon. 

 
The program as tentatively arranged includes a pageant reproducing the Revolutionary 
engagement, with Atlantic County national guardsmen taking part, a parade, a program of 
band music and several short historical and patriotic addresses. It is intimated by Rollie Cale 
of Pleasantville, general chairman, that the U. S. Navy dirigible, "Los Angeles" might visit 
the battle site during the ceremonies to pay governmental recognition to the occasion. 
 

The Sesquicentennial event had its birth in the Old Home Society of New Gretna, 
which society is composed in part of many Atlantic City folk, who either lived in New 
Gretna or were born of New Gretna parents. 

 
Invitations are extended to all local civic organizations to take part, including Boy 

Scouts from nearby towns, American Legion and other patriotic orders. 
 
From 1 o'clock p. m. until sundown on October 6th there will be action. 



Samuel P. Leeds of Atlantic City, is director of the committee in charge of the 
sesquicentennial preparations, and Mr. Leeds together with Mr. Cale, Leonard E. Algar, 
Harry Headley, Prof. Maja C. Mathis, Hiram Mathis of New Gretna Old Home Society, 
are the sponsors of the project. 

 
Preparations are being made to receive 15,000 visitors on October 6th at the 

battle site, which was marked a number of years ago by a monument erected by the 
D. A. R. Members of the Mainland Post American Legion of Pleasantville, this week 
announced that the Post membership would attend the celebration en-masse. In 
addition, the committee has the assurance of the state Legion officers that more than 
2,000 war veterans, together with their uniformed units and drum and bugle corps, 
will be present. 

 
The pageant feature of the program is being arranged by a committee headed by 

Major Frederick Hickman of Atlantic City, and which includes Robert Cuzzen, of 
Pleasantville. It is expected that the militia men to be gathered by Major Hickman will re-
enact the part the redcoats took in the battle while natives of Chestnut Neck and Port 
Republic sections will be cast in the roles of the Colonial farmer-warriors, whose 
descendants they are. 

 
The Battle of Chestnut Neck was fought on October 6, 1778, between a punitive 

expedition of English under Major Scott Ferguson and small party of Little Egg Harbor 
fishermen and farmers. The natives of the South Jersey coast had been privateering 
British Army supply ships and consigning the goods to Washington's army at Valley 
Forge and their activities became so serious that the British took forceful steps to wipe 
out the thorn in their side. 

 
Landing from the Mullica River, they made an attack upon a hastily constructed 

fort at Chestnut Neck, finally driving off the outnumbered and under-equipped 
Americans. Burning the settlement, they marched up the Mullica to destroy other stores 
and settlements, but were later driven back to their boats. 

 
The engagement at Chestnut Neck had a similar effect on the 1778 theatre of 

the Revolution that the stand of Liege in 1914 had on the World War. By their brave 
stand, the Atlantic County patriots halted a move by which the whole of their activities 
in feeding the American armies was to be wiped out. 

 
It is the opinion of those behind the sesquicentennial move that the engagement 

has not been given due significance by historians, and they believe that the celebration 
will bring, such recognition. 

 
In preparation for the event, Pleasantville and the Mainland are taking an active 

part. Under Dr. Clyde M. Fish of Pleasantville, the emergency medical preparations are 
being made. The Pleasantville Red Cross nursing service will maintain a hospital tent 



on the grounds, while the Pleasantville police ambulance will be held at Chestnut Neck 
during the celebration. 

 
It is expected that several thousand people will be present throughout the 

day's program. 
 
Tuckerton should be very much interested, for the battle the monument stands for 

at that point was continued into this territory and our own monument on the radio road 
marks the spot where blood was shed here in the battle for freedom. 

 
(Note: The numerous committees and committee members listed at the end of this 

article are not included.) 
 










