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Railroad Dream #1
1880-1890 – North Atlantic City - Brigantine Today

The North Atlantic City Railroad Company

Atlantic County Historical Society



Nov. 9, 1880
Trenton State Gazette
* From Atl. City using the 
Camden Atlantic RR tracks 
from the Atl. City station 
to the Inlet
* A new RR bridge across 
Absecon Inlet
* 3 miles of track in 
Brigantine with a station
* $2000/mile plus bridge



The Dream Quivering
Philadelphia Inquirer
Aug. 5, 1881

Dream #1 Dies
Camden Courier Post
Nov. 4, 1881



Railroad Dream #2
1882 Map – Island Beach – Little Beach Today

Atlantic County Historical Society



A Penn. RR Spur from Absecon to Leeds Point –
A Ferry to Route to Island Beach & Beach Haven

Leeds Point

Note the 
“proposed” 
bridges and/or 
ferries



The Long Beach Railroad

Monmouth Democrat of Freehold, NJ –
Aug. 14, 1884



Dream #2 Dies
No record of “why” yet found
The transport yacht was even sold –
Camden Morn Post – Nov. 17, 1884 

Dream #2 Grows -
An Island-Long
Housing Project



Railroad Dream #3 – This One Would Be Built!
The Brigantine Beach Railroad

The New York 
Tribune
May 24, 1887



Baltimore Sun – May 27, 1887

1890 Plot Plan filed with The NJ Secretary of State (compliments of Rob Reid)

The First Plan: Absecon to 
Atlantic City and over the 
Inlet – Bridge Never 
Materialized

The Second Plan: Pomona to Oceanville and across 
the marshes to Brigantine – full speed ahead!



The Preliminary Phase Went Well
1887-1889

• Apr 22, 1887 - Penna. RR authorizes the BBRR project at 
$7000 per mile plus bridges (Cam Morn Post)

• May 19, 1887 – Local and State pols added to BBRR 
board: Sen. Gardner, Kuehnle, Reed, Turner (CMP)

• June 29, 1887 – Brigantine Improv. Co., aka Brigantine 
Land Co.  stockholders approve financing ( CMP)

• July 29, 1887 – Contracts for construction signed (CMP)
• Nov 23, 1889 – 9 miles completed (Cam Daily Telegram)
• Nov 23, 1889 – 2 hotels approved for terminus plus 

remodel Holcomb’s Hotel (CDT)



The Almost-Done Phase Was Tough
1890

• Feb 24, 1890 – Trestle over Grassy Bay damaged by county wide 
ice storm (Cam Morn Post)

• Feb 25, 1890 – BBRR cancels agreement with Cam & Atl RR

• Feb 25, 1890 – Boat owners demanding 35’ wide draw under 
threat to destroy present trestles (NY Herald & NY Tribune)

• Apr 8, 1890 – trestles across Grassy Bay finished (Jersey City 
News)

• May 17, 1890 – Reading RR applies to cross Camden & Atlantic 
at Pomona Station.  Spur called Pomona Branch RR. 
(Camden Courier Post)

• Jun 15, 1890 – Construction completed – awaiting court to 
approve the crossing (July 29, 1890 – Camden Courier Post)





The Almost-Done Phase Continued
1890

• Jun 20, 1890 - $350,000 stock offering sold (Phila Inquirer)

• July 6, 1890 – Worker mysteriously shot at Pomona Junction (PI)

• July 10, 1890 – Railroad crossing suit adjudicated by “carefully chosen 
panel” (Jersey City News)

• July 14, 1890 – New hotels almost finished (Camden Post)

• July 24, 1890 – local pols wined and dined lavishly (CMP)

• July 25, 1890 – strike by unpaid Italian and Negro workers.  Says BBRR has 
no money (York, PA Dispatch and papers across the US)

• July 26, 1890 – Workers damage miles of track sections (Dayton, OH Herald)

• July 29,1890 – BBRR denies money shortage (Harrisburg, PA Patriot)



The Almost-Done Phase Continued
1890

• Aug 27, 1890 – Official opening projected for Aug 28th (CMP)

• Sep 4, 1890 - local pols wined and dined lavishly again (PI)

• Sep 17, 1890 – BBRR in receivership under Judge Carrow; he is 
investigating some of the investors; operates OK (Trenton 
Evening News)

• Oct 25, 1890 – Nor-easter damages trestles across Grassy Bay but 
quickly repaired (Pittsburg Dispatch)

• Nov 21, 1890 – land sales campaign starts around stations in 
Pomona and Cologne - $1 down and $1 per week for each 
40x170’ lot



A List of Stops

Thanks to the Atlantic County 
Historical Society

Note:  The Pomona stop was 
where the BBRR crossed the 
present railroad.  We will look at 
the location on the next slide.



Pomona Junction, aka 
Brigantine Junction

NJ Sec of State 1890 Map
Thanks to Rob Reid



Pomona
Junction
Track 
Diamond 
and Watch 
Tower

Thanks to Dennis Niceler for an orientation hike



The Remains of the BBRR Trackbed - Lidar



Buchannan Ave



Buchannan Ave becomes Great Creek Road
= Absecon Station (Highland Blvd. connected with 

Wrangleboro Road going to Port before 1904)



Left Star = Port Republic Station
Right Star = Oceanville  Station



Left Photo:  Oceanville Station on the NW corner of 
Great Creek and Shore Road

Right Photo: looking north on Shore Road to Great Creek RR crossing

Thanks to the Galloway Historical Society

Conover’s 
Store



Lily Lake Siding
Just East of Shore Road

Baldwin 2-4-2 BBRR 
Locomotive

Atlantic County Historical Society



OVER 
GRASSY 

BAY





AC INLET FERRY DOCK
CONNECTS AC 

RAILROADS AND HOTELS 
WITH

BRIGANTINE TROLLEY
EXCURSION



Brigantine
Excursion
House

Thanks to
Paul Schopp



The First Decade of the Business Not Good
1890-1900

• Jan 3, 1891 – man, horse and wagon  killed on Shore Road at Oceanville (CCP)

• Mar. 17, 1891 - creditors begin to execute judgments (NY Sun)

• May 3, 1892 – executive management team shake-up (Cam Daily Telegram)

• May 5, 1892 – Nor’easter destroyed part of the trestle – repaired (Lancaster)

• Apr 18, 1893 – Brig Transit 2-deck electric trolley to run whole island (PI)

• May 2, 1893 – Steamer “The “Brigantine” ready to start AC commute run (PI)

• Jun 18, 1893 – 4 hotels add fishing, bird hunt, skeet shooting to bathing (Pitt Pr)

• Nov 13, 1893 – plans submitted to connect Oceanville to NYC (Cam Morn Post)



The First Decade of the Business Not Good
1890-1900 Continued

• Jun 13, 1894 – receivership escalates to foreclosures (Cam Daily Cour)

• Aug 8, 1894 – contract favoritism claim in court – bonds 4 years no-int pay (PI)

• Aug 13, 1894 – Brig Land Co purchases BBRR- ext to EHC planned (Cam Courier)

• Oct 10, 1894 – Nor’easter destroys some of the trestle – repaired (NY Trib)

• May 5, 1895 – 2 more steamers ready – trolley system profitable (PI)

• Jun 28, 1895  - BBRR bought by George H. Cook of NYC (Leb PA Daily)

• Aug 7, 1895 – Reading RR to cancel contract and vehicle use (PI)

• Aug 15, 1895 – forest fires threaten BBRR but  no damage (Balt Sun)



The First Decade of the Business Not Good
1890-1900 Continued

• Jan 7, 1896 – threats to attach steamboats for unpaid bills (Phila Times)

• Jan 9, 1896 – company’s indebtedness doubles from start (PI)

• Feb 5, 1897 – BBRR and BTC sold at auction to J. Jayne of Phila (Balt Sun)

• Mar 19, 1897 – reorganization with Cook again in charge, Jayne out (PI)

• Sep 28, 1897 – BBRR buys its own engine fr Brooklyn Bridge (Brook Daily)

• Feb 24, 1900 – plans to connect BBRR to Tuckerton and NYC (Wall St Jour)

• Feb 25, 1900 – planned route: Tuckerton > Whiting Junc >Lakewood >Red Bank > 
Cent Jersey tracks to NYC (NY Trib) 



The Last Three + Years of the Business - Bad
1900-1903 Continued

Feb 24, 1902 CMP



Oct. 13  1903 – A Storm 
Destroyed Trestles & Bridge

Operated for freight only through at 
least 1911 for DAR monument



Brigantine Trestle Destroyed –
Local Freight Continued

Nov 18, 1903 
Pottsville Miners’ Journal

March 16, 1905 Phila Inq

Last Chance Idea!
Suburban Trolley 
ext on Shore Road 
– Absecon to Port 
Republic –also 
connecting with 
Brigantine Rebult
tracks
May 8, 1910 Phl Inq



Brigantine Beach RR 
Auctioned Off In Full
Nov 1, 1910 – NY Times

Tracks Removed for Scrap for 
World War I needs by 1915


