
Pension Application of Stephen Ford (1756-1837)

Declaration of Stephen Ford, in order to obtain the 

benefit of the Act of Congress, passed June 7, 1832.

State of New Jersey

County of Burlington

On this fifth day of November in the year of our Lord, one thousand eight 

hundred and thirty three, personally appeared in open Court before the Interior 

Court of Common Pleas in and for the said County of Burlington, now sitting, 

Stephen Ford, a resident of the Township of Washington, formerly the township 

of Little Egg Harbour, and State of New Jersey aforesaid, aged seventy seven 

years, who being first duly sworn according to law, doth on his oath make the 

following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress 

passed June 7, 1832.

That he entered the service of the United States under the following named 

officers and served as herein stated.  This declarant was born in the Township 

of Little Egg Harbour in the said County of Burlington, and resided there until 

sometime in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy five 

when he turned out under Captain Joseph Estell of the Militia of New Jersey, 

and served under him as a militia man, having volunteered to serve under him, 

for the space of three or four months.  This declarant at this distance of time 

has no distinct recollection of the day or month of the year when he first 

entered the service, nor hath he any record or memorandum from which he can 

ascertain it.  This declarant during this, his first tour of service was stationed 

for some time at the village of Slabtown in the Township of Springfield in 

the said County of Burlington, and was in the battle near that place.  

Sometime after the battle of Petticoat Bridge, between the Americans and the 

Hessians, while stationed at the said village of Slabtown, and at a time when 

this declarant was standing a sentinel, he was wounded in the knee by a 

Hessian.  After the battle at Slabtown, and the wound in the knee, this 

declarant having been three or four months in service, and being disabled by 

his wound from active service, returned home with the permission of his said 

Captain.
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