
Michel Antoine Garou e anglicized as: Michael Antoine Garou e ( 12th of April, 1750 – 29th of April, 
1829 ) was a member of the first nobility of Provence in the Kingdom of France. He was a Pirate and 
Privateer in the early war for American Independence and ascended to the rank of Lieutenant in the first 
American Con nental Navy. 

Garou e was in the Ba le of Chestnut Neck where the Bri sh burned down his ships in the Mullica River, 
New Jersey Colony. His Privateer ac vi es involved overtaking Bri sh Merchant vessels and Bri sh Navy 
Vessels, taking the seized goods to Li le Egg Harbor where the goods would be sent across the river 
through the Delaware and to Valley Forge to supply General George Washington's military forces. He also 
secured ar llery for the Patriot military forces. 

Garou e later served on the brig-of-war Enterprise and sloop-of-war Racehorse as a naval officer in the 
American Con nental Navy. 

Shortly a er the Ba le of Chestnut Neck Garou e went to retrieve his friend who was hiding in an Inn 
and he was ambushed by 7 Hessians. The Hessians stabbed Garou e in his side with a bayonet and 
blunted his head leaving him for dead on the dirt road. He was found and assisted by John Smith a 
Quaker and Innkeeper who was secretly aiding the American Revolu onaries. Michel's life was saved and 
he married John Smith's daughter, Sophia Smith. 


