
Another rumor said that Michele Johnson and
her widowed mother, who were living alone in
the old house by the creek, fed British officers,
and, in return, their home was spared. James
Bell, they went on, was a member of Pulaski s
Legion which arrived too late to take part in
the fighting. Bell saw Michele, fell in love with
her, and, after the war, they were married and
lived in this house.

Michele Johnson and James Bell were real
people; they did marry and live in the vicinity
of Chestnut Neck all their lives, raising a large
family. However, James Bell was not English.
A Marylander, he enlisted at the age of twenty
to help the cause of the colonists, and, at the
time of the burning of Chestnut Neck, he was
attached to the 11th Pennsylvania Regiment.
Today, he and three other Revolutionary War
heroes, Micajah Smith, John Van Sant, and
Jonas Morse, are buried on a tiny knoll over­
looking Nacote Creek in the village of Port
Republic.

Nor, as it turned out, was the Johnson house
as old as it seemed. Not long ago, one of the
country’s leading historical architects examined
the remains of the house to determine its age.
He concluded that it was built some fifty-seven
years after the burning of Chestnut Neck,
about 1835.

So much for tradition. But facts cannot
change, and the life-like militiaman atop the
monument stands as a symbol of the brave
patriots who defended their liberties and their
homes in the “Affair at Chestnut Neck.”
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