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JN 'he London Gazette of Dec. 1, General
Clinton’s Letter to the American Con-

gref«, with the Anfwer, inclofed in his Ex­
cellence’s difpatchcs to Lord Geo Germain,
is laid before the public, and are as follow :
7'a H £ X R Y La V It X N », j?/y; Prfjident, &C.

Mw-YlrA, Sept. 19, 1773.
** Sir, Nothing but his Majefty’s pofitivc

intlrudlions, of which I fend you an citraft,
could have induced me to trouble you or the
American Congrefs again on the fubjefl of
the troops detained in New England, in di­
rect contravention of the treaty entered into
at Saratoga. The neglect of the requifitions

^already made on this lubjeft is altogether un-
. piece‘cured among parties at war. J now,

however, repeat the demand, that the con­
vention of Saratoga be fulfilled, and cff;r, by

, ex pt cfs and recent authority from the King,
received lince the date of the late requifition
made by his Mrjefly’s Commiflioners, to re-
new, in his Maje fly’s name, all the condi­
tions flipulared by Lieutenant General Bur-
£uyne, in refpect to the troops ferving under
his command.

“ In this I mean to difeharge my duty
not only to the King, tvhofc orders 1 obey,
but to the unhappy people likewife, whofe
affairs arc committed to you, and who 1 hope
will have thecandour to acquit me of the con-

• fcqucnces that mud follow from the new
fyflem of war you are pleafcd to introduce.
I have the honour to be, 8cc. H. CLINTON.”

Jbifeuer.
Pbi lad titbhf Seft. 28.

M Sir, Your Letter of the 19th was laid
‘before Congrefs, and I am direfled to inform
you that the Congrefs of the United States of
America make no anfwer to infolent letters.

I am, See. G. THOMSON, Sec.”
Gen. Clinton then, in a Letter dated

TJcio-Yor):t 0.?. 8, proceeds to acquaint Lord
Geo. Germain with the employment of the
troops after their return from the expedition

.to Bedford (fee p. 541*), when he propofed
* taking a forward pofition, as well to procure
. a fupply of prdvi lions, as to obferve the mo­

tions of the Rebel army, and to favour an
expedition to Egg Harbour, at which place
the enemy had a number of privateers, arid

* cunfiderable falt-works.
Accordingly, on the 2 id of September, he

requeued Lord Cornwallis to take port be­
tween Newbridge on the Hack*inf>ck River
in Jcrfey and Hudfon’s River, and Lieut.

’■Gen Knyphaufen .between Wcpperham on
the Jail of thefe rivers aod the Bronx.

In this fituation, wiris the aHillance of the
flat-boat!, the army could be alfembled on
cither fide of the North River in 24 hours,
but Wzflsington’s no! in ten days. To hqve

’’’ijone' it in Jcrley, he moft have quitted his
“1 faduntdins,’ and rifqued a general aflion in a

country little favourable'to him.
As by this movement the provinces of Jer­

sey anrf-New-York were opened, a confidcr-
• ’Gznt.Mac. Dec. 1778.
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able fupply of prnvifions was obtained, and
many Lmilies came in.

Gen. Wa/hington did not feem to fhew •
the lead difpofition to aflemble bis army,
and the militia kept at a dilhnce; however,
by a well-projcfled plan of Lord Cornwallis,
an almoft entire regiment of the enemy’s
light dragoons were furpiized and carried S*
for the particulars his Excellency refers to
the report o' Lord Cornwallis.

Accordingly his Lordffiip writes, that hav­
ing received intelligence that a cnnfiderable
body of mihtia and a regiment of light dra­
goons were afTemblcd in rhe ne ghhourhcod
of Taapan, inorder to interrupt his fora­
ging, he determined to attempt to furpiize
them. Three deferters from the right co­
lumn alarmed the militia, who were polled
near New Taapan. of his defign, who fled;
but the left column, commanded by Major
Gen. Grey, were fu fortunate as not to be
difeovered ; and by the major’s prudent ma­
nagement be furrounded the village of Old
Taapan, where the regiment of dragoons
lay, and entirely furprized them, fo that
very fewefcaped being either killed or taken.
He likewife fell in with a fmall party of mi­
litia, a few of whom were killed, and fome
taken pnfoners. Thus ended thi« expedition.
* Lord Cornwallis, in another Letter to Lord
Geo. GermaTn, dated Nnv-Tcrkt Ofi. 25,
refers his lordfhip to two reports made by
Capt. Fergufon of the 70th reg'.ment, for an
account of the fuccefs of the expedition to
Egg Harbour, which his excellency had men­
tioned in bis Letter *f the Sth.

• The firft Report is dated Little Fgg ILir-
hour, Oil. 10th, in which Capt. Fergufon
pcqvaints the general with the difficulties
that had attended the expedition, chiefly
owine to bad weather, and the Ihallownelsw —
of the water, which prevented the flups
from paffing the bar till the enemy were ap­
prized of their defign ; hut that the gallic’s
and fmall craft had made their way as far as
'Chcfunt Neck, 20 miles inland, where there
were feveral vetfclsand about a dozen houfes
for the reception of prize goods, and the ac­
commodation of their privateers' men. Here
the enemy had erefled a work with embra-
zuresfor fix guns on a level with the water,
to rake rhe channel, but none were mounted;
and the Ikulking banditti, who had got toge­
ther for its defence, werefoon difpeifed arid
driven into the woods.

The'fearncn were employed all the even­
ing (Odl. 5.) and the next day till nobn in
dedroying ten capital velTels; ,and the fol—
diers in demolifhing the village, which was
the principal refurt of this nd of pirates.
Had we, fays he,' arrived* by furprirc, we
meant to have pulhcd forwards with c« lerily
to the Forks, within qj nrles of'Philadel­
phia. But as the alarm had been fpreul,
and the militia reinforced, it was judged im­
practicable; and therefore it was determined
to return without lofs of time, and endeavour

to
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to employ the troops with efTcft el few he re j
but Tome of our veflels having run aground,
an opportunity offered without interrupting
our progrefs to make two descents, to pene­
trate fome miles into the country, <?e<*roy
three fait works, and raxe to the ground the
/lores and fcttlcments of a chairman of their
committees, a captain of militia, and one or
two other violent rebels, who had (lures in

burning their quarters; but as the houfes
belonged to fome inoffenfive Quakers, who
fuffered (uflicicnily in the confufion of the
night’s fcramble, he belie'cd his general, to
whom his letter was addrellcd, would think
with them that the injury to h then by done to
tit memy wuld not have ccn:f>. nfiicd for tbt
jujffinft cf tbofc innocent people*

Rear Admiral Gambier's LettC’S tn i’ic
the prizes brought in here, and who had all
been aftivc in fomenting the rebellion, op-
preffinp the people, an.’ forcing them againft
their inclination to alfift io their crimes.
But no injury was offered to the peaceable
inhabitants. We neither loft, a man by the
enemy nor by defertion, and one only was
wounded in the leg. This fiift report of
Capt. Feigufon is dated Ocl. 10. The other
is dated Little Egg Harbour, OS- Iand is
a -farther proof of the alacrity with which
this gallant officer engaged in the feivice he
was fent upon : for, notwithftanding that he
had received letters both from his General
and from Admiral Gambier, ordering the
immediate return of the detachment under
his command, the wind being contrary, and
having an idle day, he determined to employ
it in an attempt that was to be made with
fafety, and with a probability of fuccefs.
Accordingly, having received information
by a captain and fix. foldicts, deferters from
Pul.fki's Irgion, that Polalki’s whole corps
were cantoned within a mile of a bridge
which it appeared eafy to feize, at about ele­
ven at night (Oft. 14.) 350 men were em­
barked, and, after rowing ten miles, landed
at four in the morning within a mile of the
defile, which was happily fecured, and 50
anen left for its defence. The remainder of
the detachment then pufhed forwards upon
the infantry of this legion, cantoned in three
different houfes, who were almoftall cut to-
pieces : they numbered about 50 among the
dead, of whom one was a lieut. col. one a
captain, and one an adjutant. It being a
night attack, little quarter could of courfe be
given, fu that there were only five prifoners.

, As a rebel, Col. Prcftor, was within two
miles with a corps of artillery, and the mili­
tia of the country, it was thought hazardous
to attempt any thing farther, particularly af­
ter the letters' of 'recall. Capt. Fcrgufon
owns, that the rebels attempted to harrafs
them in their retreat, but witfi great mo-
defty ; fo that they returned at leifure, apd
embarked in fafety. 'The captain who came
over to them was a Frenchman, named
Bromville. He and the deferters informed,

Admiralty give an account from the report
Capt. Cullms. who commanded ’he Iqtia-
dron on this expedition, of all the parti, u»
lars above related, with fome explanations,
panitulaily, that the delay occa' oncd by had
Weather gave the enemy an opportunity to
get four of their privateers out to fca; that
the ten vcffols found in harbour were m-ftly
Eritifh, among them the Venus of London,
and'others of confiderable lize, all of then?
fcuttled and difmantled, and fome funkj \
that the Granby and Greenwich armed fioops
grounded in their pall'age j that the Greene
with was obliged'to be left behind, covered
by the Dependence galley for her proteftion;
that Capt. Fergufon’s detachment, by a quick
motion, got into the enemy’s quarters almoft
undifeovered; that the attack was made with '
the bayonet, and that the number killed wqs
as above related.

Capt. Collins adds hefides, that they had
found at Chefnut Neck a brig laden with
lumber, the cargo of which he had put on
board the tranfports, and fet fire to the vcfiel

. along with the others. Such are the fafts
relative to this expedition faithfully extrafted
from the reports of the officers who com­
manded it, whofe relations, differing only in
manner and not in fubftancc, would be te­
dious in the repetition.

In this Gazette islikewife an Extraft from
Lieut. Gov. Stuart's Letter to Lord George
Germain, dated Dominica, Sept. 39, giving
an account of the furrender of that ifiand io
the French on terms of the moft honourable

, capitulation. The force the French brought
againft it confided of 4 frigates, 10 other

. armed /loops and fchooners, with 20 tranf­
ports, having on board at lead 2coo men.
The troops on the ifiand to oppofe this force
(as appears by an article in the capitulation)
eon6Ited of fix officers, and ninety-four men,
being non-commifljoned officer!, artillery,

. and privates, bcfidcs the militia, all of whom
xyerc allowed to march out with the honours
of war, and, except the privates, were allow­
ed to continue in the ifiand upon their parole,
or remove with their cfFefls to any of the
neighbouring i (lands. The private* were to
be carried to England by the (horteft pafljge
in a good veflel, with provifions for the voy*

\ age. In all other refpefts things arctore—
main juft ?s they were found till the peace.
Ohly the fovereignty of the French King it 
to be acknowledged inftead of that of his

. By the accuracy with-which the articles'of
I

beet*

, that Pola/ki had{ in public.orders, lately di-
fefted no quarter to be givenj it was there­
fore, fays Capt. Fcrgufon, •with particular
fatiifaftioit, that the ditichment marched
againft a man capable of illuing an carder fo
unworthy a gentleman apd a foldier. The t_ ___ ‘____ o-

’ .captain in a pofifciipt adds, that they had an ‘ Britannic Majefty.
opportunity of diftr«<ying a pirt of the bag- . " ’
gage and equipage of Polafici’s legion, by * capitulation fin number 27.) appears to have


